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ABSTRACT 


The identity of Hymenophyllum marlothii Brause is discussed and a combination pro- 
posed. 


UITTREKSEL 


DIE IDENTITEIT VAN HYMENOPHYLLUM MARLOTHII BRAUSE 
Die identiteit van Hymenophyllum marlothii Brause word bespreek en ’n kombinasie 
voorgestel. 


INTRODUCTION 


Hymenophyllum marlothii was described by Brause (1912), and is based on a 
Marloth collection from Skeleton Ravine on Table Mountain, Cape. 

Copeland (1938), in his major revision of the family Hymenophyllaceae dis- 
persed the somewhat 650 species into 33 genera. H. marlothii Brause was trans- 
ferred to the genus Sphaerocionium C. Presl. Copeland remarked that “here 
seems to belong also: with branched hairs on the axis and margin; surface 
naked: Hymenophyllum aeruginosum (Poir.) Carm.” A combination was never 
made. 

Hymenophyllum aeruginosum (Poir.) Carm. was at that time only known 
from Tristan da Cunha (S 37° 0’ W 12° 0’), but Wace (1961), whose collection 
was identified by Alston, reported this species also from Gough Island. 

Recent collections of this species which were made by the author on Gough 
Island were compared with material also collected by the author from the type 
locality of H. marlothii Brause. Comparative studies between material from 
Gough Island (H. aeruginosum), Table Mountain (H. marlothii), and Tristan da 
Cunha, determined by Prof. Pichi Sermolli as Sphaerocionium aeruginosum, re- 
vealed that these taxa are conspecific. 

The name Hymenophyllum aeruginosum (Poir.) Carm. antedates that of 
Hymenophyllum marlothii Brause and the latter thus goes into synonymy. 
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SYSTEMATICS 

Hymenophyllum aeruginosum (Poir.) Carm. in Trans. Linn. Soc. 12: 518 (1818). 
Trichomanes aeruginosum Poir. in Lam., Encycl. Méth. Bot. 8: 76 (1808). Type: 
from Tristan da Cunha, M. Bory de Saint-Vincent s.n. in Herb. du Petit-Thouars 
(P, holo.!). 

Hymenophyllum marlothii Brause in Fedde. Repert. XI: 112 (1912). Type: from 
South Africa, Skeleton Ravine, Table Mountain, Marloth 5169 (B, holo.!). 
Sphaerocionium marlothii (Brause) Copel. in Philipp. J. Sci. 67(1): 33 (1938). 
Hymenophyllum obtusatum Hk. & Arn. sensu Sim, Ferns of S. Afr. ed. 1, p.49, 
pl. 6 (1892). 

Merely for convenience and the fact that the system proposed by Copeland is 
not widely accepted the species involved is retained in the genus Hymenophyl- 
lum. A more natural and acceptable system was proposed by Morton (1968). 

The type of H. aeruginosum, which was seen by Prof. Pichi Sermolli on May 
28, 1967 was determined as Sphaerocionium aeruginosum (Poir.) Pic. Serm. but 
the publication of this name could not be traced by the author. 


MATERIAL EXAMINED 


SOUTH ATLANTIC—S 37° 0' W 12° 0’ (Tristan da Cunha): Middle pond, 
575 m, 19/1/1938, Christophensen 1245 (P); Tristan da Cunha, 1873, Mosely s.n., 
1873 (Pa; 

—S 40° 21’ W 9° 53’ (Gough Island): Streambanks north-east of meteorolo- 
gical station, Roux 717 (NBG); South-eastern slopes of Tafel Koppie, Roux 742 
NBG). 

A ai (Cape Town): Table Mountain (-CD), Esterhuysen 12538 

(SAM); Wynberg, Barkly 24414 (SAM); Skeleton Gorge, Bond 423 (NBG); 

Top of Nursery Gorge, Table Mountain, Roux 74 (NBG); Valley of Isolation, 

Table Mountain, Esterhuysen 21808 (NBG); Kasteels Poort, Table Mountain, 

Froembling 655 (NBG); Skeleton Ravine, Table Mountain, Roux 779 (NBG, P). 

3322 (Oudtshoorn): George (-CD), Shaw 1881 (SAM). 

——3323 (Willowmore): Joubertina, ravine (-DD), Esterhuysen 7081 (NBG). 

3420 (Bredasdorp): In kloof on southern slopes of Langebergen near 

Heidelberg (-BB), Esterhuysen 14449 (NBG). 

3423 (Knysna): Knysna (-AA), Rex s.n. (SAM). 
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